
NABS
Subdues Thief, 
Seizes Weapon

A gun blazed, fists flew, and when the smoke cleared,
bandit, rather than a theater manager, found himself

cornered and looking: down the business end of a revolver.
However, neither the bandit nor the manager knew until police arrived and the'*                      

bandit was under arrest tin a 
all the bullets had been flm 
during the fight and that the 
revolver was empty.

Arrested on suspicion o 
firmed robbery was Louis A
r-iara, 32, of 21202 Bor/a street 

%Torrance.
Victims were Fred Chancie 

SI. manager of the Torrance 
Drive Inn Theatre and Leonar 
do Cicoria, 64, janitor.

Baca was apparently loitering 
around the office building mid 
night Monday. He talked U 
Cicoria and then approached 
the office where he asked ad 
mission, according to Lennox 

ikheriff's station.
Chancie opened the door am 

the Kuspect asked if there wa.s 
any work for him.

PullH Gun
Whein Chancie replied that

there wasn't, the suspect, alleg
edly pulled a gun from his belt
and ordered both inside.

He allegedly asked where t.he
safe was and demanded the key

^yhieh Chancie gave him. Baca
tihen tied both up with four and

six-foot long wire Which he had
brought with him.

Opening the safe, he took out 
two bags, poured the money on 
th« floor, discovered* that the 
bags contained $700, and then 
put the money back Inside.

H<» then told Chancie that he
believed there was another safe
and thai he was going to take

4fche managVr to the cashier's
office. Chancie denied that
there was another safe but Baca
allegedly told him that he
would kill him for lying if he
found the safe.

Funohe*
As he untied Chancie, the 

manager, a former prize flgliter,

Baca in the face, according to
Del. Capt. Ernie Ashtori of the

^|orranee Police Department.
The two men began to fight 

And wrestle with each other. 
Chancie picked up a small elec- 
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Carson Gets 
New Fire 

Equipment
Additional fire protection for 

the citizens in the Carson dls 
trict was assured with the an­ 
nouncement today by County 
Supervisor Burton W. Chase 
that a new 1.250 gallons per 
minute pump has been installed 
In County Klre Station 30, 404 

JS. Carson Street, Carson. 
^ According to Chase, County 
Fire Chief Klingcr, states that 
this pumper is the finest piece 
of equipment of its type and 
has been designed to rigid 
County specifications.

Chief Klinger explained that 
the apparatuses a 295 h.p. en- 
gin* and is equipped with all 
the latest safety devices, in­ 
cluding power iteering and air 
wakes.

There are two power operated 
hose* reels containing 600 feet of 
high pressure %-inch hose. The 
apparatus also carries 1600 feet 
of 2'/2 inch hose and 800 feet 
of 1 '/2 Im-n hose. Its booster 
tank contains 500 gallorrs of 
water.

The Chief explained that this 
tank Is a great aid in the rapid 

|Ajppression of fires.
Ladder equipment Includes 

one 24-foot trussed extension, 
one 14-foot trussed roof ladder, 
one 10 foot attic ladder.

Other very necessary equip
merit includes axes, pike poles.
bolt cutters, crowbars, fog no/-
zles, etc. and to protect firemen

(Turn to Pag« 12)

12 Candidates 
In School 
Board Race

Deadline for filing candidacy 
in the approaching School 
Board elections yesterday show­ 
ed a total of nine new candi­ 
dates and three incumbents en­ 
tering the race, election offi­ 
cials reported.

New candidates include: How­ 
ard Percy of 821 Fonthill, real­ 
tor; John Kesson of 2015 West 
182nd st., independent oil pro- 
.'lucer; Don Brunet of 101 Via 
Monte de Oro; Cecil E. Alte 
of 2220 Arlington ave., realtor 
and Dr. Warren H..Low of 2806 
El Dorado, optometrist.

Others are: W. C. Boswell, 
Jr., assistant head of publica­ 
tions in the field service depart­ 
ment for North American Air­ 
lines, inc.; Dr. Eleanore Z. Thill 
optometrist; Mrs. Nancy Car­ 
penter, 1014 Kornbloom; anrf 
Clair Olsen, member of the Rec- 
ceation commission.

Incumbents are: Mrs. Grace 
Wrlght, housewife and former 
teacher; J. G. Arnold, purch*
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Jahn Picks Up 36 lost' Votes,
Increases Margin from 20 to 51

and Iron; and Darwin D. P;u 
rish, owner of Parrish Station­ 
ers. ,

Election Day
The election will be held on 

Friday, May 18. At this Urn- 
three member* will be electc-

Each elementary and hi^. 
school in the district will be a 
polling place and one will be 
at the El Retiro Park recrea­ 
tion building. Two other polling 
places will be at 5036 Jacques 
st. In the South wood Home area 
and at 5305 Carol Drive In Sea­ 
side Rancho area, officials 
stated.

Polls will be open'from 7 a.m. 
until 7 p.m.

Registration to vote In the 
election was closed on March 
25.

Between the dates of April 
28 and May 11, voters may ap­ 
ply In writing to L.A. County 
Superintendent of Schools, 808 
North Hills st. for "Absent Vot­ 
er Ballot*."

Shoestring 
Improvements
Scheduled

Bids for another major street
mprovement jiroject In the Los 
Angeles Shoestring Strip will 
be received by the city's Bonrd 
of Public Works next Wednes­ 
day. April 25, It was announced
/>day by Councilman John S.
libson who also is president of
:he council.

Glbson said the new Improve- 
m e n t would Include 224th 
street from Western avenue to
lalldale and Halldale avenue
rom 222nd street tw 225th 

street and a block on Harvard 
blvd. from 224th street toPla/j*
}el Amo. Sidewalks are also 

scheduled for construction. 
With work progressing stead-

ly on 227th st. from Western 
ave. to the dead end east of 
Denker st., Councilman Gibson 
predicted an end to the summer
ime dust menace that has har­ 

assed atrip resident* for many
ears.
Councilman Gibson will re­ 

port on the latest status of
hese improvements at the reg-
ilar meeting of his advisory
ommitee at Normandale play­ 

ground on May 1, and at the
ame time will introduce Rich- 

(Turn to Page 12)

i \s ivirtK
Thii new triple combination pumper which arrived last week gives the Torrance Fire 
Department a total of seven pumpers now. Complete' with 4000 feet of hose, a 35 
ft. ladder, and of her equipment, the pumper cost $33,550. Inspecting it are (l-r| 
City Manager George Stevens, Paul Hamilton of the Mack Motor Truck corp., and 
Fire Chief J. J. Benner. Press Photo

$105,000 Damage Suit Filed 
In Brick Wall Accident

A $105,000 damage suit has been brought against 
the contractors allegedly j-»- ible for the construction 
of a masonry wall which <   .1 and seriously injured 
a 3-year-old boy two weeks ago,

. Mr. and Mr«. B. Johnson, of*         '          
Atklnson street, parents 

of 3 year-old Thomas Johnson 
who was Injured, have filed the 
suit against Arthur Warner 
who allegedly employed Rich­ 
ard Saunders, a licensed build­ 
ing and masonry contractor, to 
Install the garden watl.

The liftle boy suffered a de­ 
compression of the Hkull, a 
broken leg, and bruises when 
th* wall collapsed on him.

The suit claims that the five- 
foot wall lacked steel re-enforc­ 
ing and proper foundation and 
that It was constructed unlaw­ 
fully and Illegally without a per­ 
mit.'

The Johnsons are set-king 
$100,000 In general damages and 
$5000 for hospital bills and 
medical attention, according to 
Boris S. Woolley, attorney for 
(ho family. *

Ensminger To 
Assume Post 
For Hospital

Leonard Ensminger has been 
approved as administrator by 
Board of directors of .Tared Sid­ 
ney Torrance Memorial hos­ 
pital. He will succeed Miss Elsa 
Hamme^strom who has re­ 
signed.

The approval was announced 
at the recent annual meeting of 
the Torrance Hospital associa­ 
tion.

Ensminger will assume his 
duties on May 1.

The membership voted to in­ 
crease the number of board 
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Man Found 
Dead In Car

While walking her dog Mon­ 
day, a woma.n noticed a sus­ 
picious car in the middle of the 
field. Police, upon being noti­ 
fied, investigated the report and 
found a man inside who had 
committed suicide by means of 
carbon monoxide.

Dead is Melvln S. Warner, 
1613 Gates avenue, Manhattan 
Beach. The car was standing 
i,n a field north of Pearl and 
east of Susana. It -was first 
noticed by Barbara Stanat of 
26130 Linda drive while walking 
her dog.

Press Brings 
Results-Rain 
Or Shine ,,,

C.ome rain or come shine, 
Torrance Press classified ads 
get results!

Despite the fact that it was 
ruining last week, Mrs. Russell 
Bradford of 2921 El Dorado, 
who placed the following ad In 
the Press, found out that people 
wait eagerly for the Press:

BL«ONDK
ire**. I

r
& nmt-

<i<>n, lift-

"The rain didn't make any dif­ 
ference," she sfiid. "1 had 30 
calls and "old the cHb and mat­ 
tress firvt thing in the morn­ 
ing."

So, for fast result* the in­ 
expensive way, call FA 8-2345  
today1

• EDITORIAL

PRESS ENTERS 
EIGHTH YEAR

Thig week the Torrance Press enters its eighth year 
of service to the community.

During1 this time the Torrance Press has taken the 
leadership in newg coverage and advertising in this area.

We are proud of our long list of accomplishments 
which include: the elimination of pinball machines; the 
passing of stricter laws governing sumps and oil fields; 
the removal of the city dump from a residential area; a 
seven-year campaign to obtain a municipal court which 
has been accomplished; a campaign for the Torrance 
armory which has been realized-; passage of a rabies law; 
advocating pay for city councilmen which the voters ap­ 
proved this month; exposing irregularities in city govern­ 
ment; supporting lx>nd issues for recreation, the new civic 
center, a swimming pool, police and fire protection; keep­ 
ing a close watch on local school administration; and act­ 
ing as a constant watchdog for the community.

The Torrance Press has always been your newspaper. 
We feel that we have been successful because you, our 
readers, have always felt a part of this newspaper.

The publishers and staff of the Torrance Press are 
proud to play a part in the growth and development of 
Torrance.

State Program Considered 
To Halt Double Sessions

Because the problem of double sessions continues to 
be acute, the Torrance Unified School District is con­ 
sidering entering the State program for financial assist­ 
ance, it was revealed at the Board of Education meeting

Man Shoots 
Himself 
Over Health

Apparently despondent over 
ill health, Earl Vosburg. 83, of 
i!>39 Pacific Coast highway,
  hot himself shortly before
 loon Thursday.

He was discovered lying on 
the floor of his trailer home, a 

< ierman automatic and an ex- 
winded shell lying near him.

Some personal papers and a 
lotebook with a notation. "Mrs. 

R. H. Sanny, 1415 Third avenue, 
^orthington, Minnesota." was 
ound on the top of the TV set. 

He was discovered by Mrs. 
Vtary L. Weddle, 60. who lives 
n the trailer park and who has 
>een caring for him.

Mrs. Weddle told Lennox 
heriffs that Vosburg had talked 

>f suicide for some weeks. He 
vas a retired Navy veteran and 
ad been in ill health two years. 
le was recently released from 
he Long Beach Naval hospital, 
vhere he had stayed* seven 
months and had a lung re­ 
moved.

"I am going to end the whole 
hing this afternoon," Vosburg 
llegedly told Mrs. Weddle at 
1:20 a.m. Thursday. She went 
way to call his physician, who 

made arrangements to have 
him return to the Long Beach 
lospltal.

When »he came back to the 
raller a few minutes past noon 
o tell Vosburg of the arrange­ 

ments, she found him dead.
Mrs. S&nny in Vosburg's 

daughter.

HIT-RUN 
SUSPECT 
CAUGHT

A man was  hooked on sus­ 
picion of hit-and-run driving 
after a'passing motorist, who 
allegedly saw the driver hit an 
8-yearold child chased the sus­ 
pect's car for a mile and forced
he driver back to the scene of
he accident.

Booked on the charge was 
Russell C. Miller, 23. of La 
Mesa. The boy, George W.
yden, 8, of 18408 Yukon, only 

received minor injuries, aocord-
ng to police.

Miller was chased by Carl C 
Greenwood, who caught up with
ifm at 203rd street and made
Miller return to the scene ol
he accident.

Tuesday night.
"We now have over 5000 pu­ 

pils on double sessions." Sam 
Waldrip, assistant superintend 
ent, business, told the board. 
"We are building seven new ele­ 
mentary schools.' When rnese 
schools are completed and oc 
cupied, we shall still have over 
4000 pupils on double)  esaion, 
due to growth."

"Our gain in bonding capacity 
might handle the high school 
building needs," he continued. 
"But It will not handle the 
needs at both levels (high 
school and elementary). We 
must, therefore, examine the 
State Loan program very care­ 
fully, since the program offers 
the only means by which the

cftfi be met."
Torrance voters will be the 

ones to decide If fhis should br 
done, it was pointed out. Such

MAN DIES 
OVERCOME 
BY SMOKE

Asphyxiated by smoke from 
a blaze that apparently was 
started by a burning cigarette 
on a couch claimed the life of 
Charles Griffith. 51, of 1341 
West Anaheim street, police re 
|)ortod Tuesday.

His body was found Tuesday 
by Sylvester Morris of 151" 
West Anaheim street, owner of 
the nursery, after a city inspec­ 
tor reported smelling smoke 
around the house.

Although the fire had burner 
out. the dwelling was filled with 
dense smoke when Morris en 
tcred. The victim apparently hacan election would he called trjcd to Rot from )np ooucn ,, 

around September.
In the past thr local Pi.slricl 

has avoided the State program
because the State program was 

(Turn to Paft 12)

the door before he was over 
come and fell to the floor.

Griffith's body was taken tc 
the Wilmington Funeral Home 
He had no known relatives.

ISEN ELECTED
Bob Jahn. who captured the third City Council seat 

y a narrow 20-point margin last \veek, settled back com­ 
fortably this week with a 51-vote lead over Walter A. 
Garrabrant following the official council canvassing of

" 'levote.
The council spent over four 

tedious hours processing the 
absentee ballots and checking 
the individual precinct tabula­ 
tions.

Six of the 26 absentee ballots 
were challenged and disquali­ 
fied on the grounds of certain 
technical violations. Of the 20

RABIES
SHOTS
SLATED

Vaccination clinics against ra­ 
bies will be conducted in the 
Harbor area today and tomor­ 
row.

Shots, which will cost $1.50. 
will be given as follows: Nor- 
mandale playground. 22400 Hall- 
dale, Torrance, and Wilmington 
health center, 612 West "E" 
stroH. today, Thursday, April 
19, trom 5-8 p.m.;

Sail Pedro health center, 122 
8th street, Friday, April 20, 
5-8 p.m.

This program is being jointly 
sponsored by the Los Angeles 
City Health Department, the 
Los Angeles County Medical as­ 
sociation, and the Southern Cali­ 
fornia Veterinary Medical asso- 
cation in cooperation with the 
PTA, coordinating and health 
councils and other civic groups.

Both Los Angeles and Tor­ 
rance now have an anti-rabies 
inocculation law tor dogs.

NARBONNE 
FIRE LOSS 
$37,500

Instruction continued as usual 
at Narbonne 'high school Mon­ 
day despite tly fact that a $37.- 
500 fire believed to have been 
set by arsonists Saturday dam­ 
aged the fine arts room, student 
store, and two other areas of 
the main building.

The $37.500 figure is official. 
Principal Herbert Morey stated. 
Morey said that the student 
body was incensed on hearing 
about the act of vandalism.

A lot of the damage has al­ 
ready been repaired, Morey 
stated, while other damage can 
wait until summer vacation to 
be taken care of (such as the 
student store).

Matches found at the scene 
of the blaze served as positive 
evidence that arsonists wore in 
volved. The fire started shortly 
after 8 Saturday morning.

ballots. Jahn mustered four 
more votes while Garrabrant 
gained nine.

This reduced Jahn's original 
20-vote lead to a 15-vote lead.

As the council bejjan proces­ 
sing the individual precincts, 
they discovered nine precincts 
whose totals did not coincide 
with the tally sheets the council 
had.

Only one of those nine pre- 
trincts showed a significant dif­ 
ference in votes. Precinct (53 
showed that Jahn had received 
40 votes. However, when the 
precinct reported to the ctiy 
hall election night, the figure 
was misunderstood when it was 
read and recorded as four votes.

Thus Jahn picked up 36 more 
votes Tuesday night, giving him 
a total 51-vote edge over Gar­ 
rabrant (36 plus 15).

(Minor discrepencies were 
found in precincts 73. 69, 38, 37, 
6. 85-B. 89, 100).
The wide margin makes it 

less likely that Garrabrant will 
ask for a recount, as announced 
earlier, observers feel.

Isen Re-elected Mayor
After Drale, Benstead, and 

Jahn were sworn into office, th» 
council reelected Albert Isen to 
the position of mayor by a 3-2 
vote.

Isen was opposed by Council- 
men Willys Blount and Nick 
Drale.

"I would like to qualify my 
vote," Drale stated. "I have be­ 
lieved in the policy of giving

opportunity to be mayor. When 
a councilman has served one 
year as mayor he should vacate 
the office and give someone else 
the opportunity." «

Schwab Honored 
Before Councilman M e r v i n 

Schwab turned over his seat to

Jahn. Mayor Albert Isen pre­ 
sented the outgoing councilman 
with an electric desk clock from 
the members of the council. 

"I am speaking for the entire 
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PLAYING SOLDIER
UNDER THE WATCHFUL EYE of soldier-brother Private Dave Conry (left), six-year- 
old Tommy timulatei firing a .30 caliber machine gun «t an open house of Company 
A, 2nd Infantry Regiment, where Dave is undergoing basic training. At rigsSt is father, 
Edward Conry, 2430 Lesserman Street, Torrance, who brought the family to viii* 
Davt at the Open House display of weapons and equipment.


